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HORSES IN BUSHFIRE MANAGEMENT PLAN 

HORSES IN BUSHFIRE MANAGEMENT PLAN

This plan has been prepared by:
NAME:	
PHONE NUMBER/S: 	
ADDRESS OF PROPERTY PLAN APPLIES TO: 
	
	
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION (PIC):  	

Horses’ Microchip numbers

	Horse  
	Microchip Number

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




Essential horse contacts
	
	Name
	Phone Number

	Vet
	
	

	Farrier
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




PREPARATION
(Ignore or cross out any items that are not relevant to your planning)
	Action
	Who will do it
	Done

	Understand the Fire Danger Ratings and identify your
trigger to act
	
	

	Download local fire warning App and/or bookmark relevant websites
	
	

	Microchip all animals 
	
	

	Register is up to date
	
	

	Photographs of me with my horse(s), photos of their brands
	
	

	Practices evacuation and/or stay plan
	
	



STAY OR RELOCATE?
(Consult factsheet for what you should consider)
When will you stay and defend with your horses?
Fire danger Rating:  		Wind direction:  	
	
	

When will you remove your horses?
Fire danger Rating:  		Wind direction:  	
	
	

I will relocate my horse       night before     early morning
TAKING THEM TO:   	
CONTACT DETAILS AT THIS LOCATION:   	


EMERGENCY CARE KITS

	Action
	Who will do it
	Done

	Prepare emergency kits
· General
	
	

	· First aid
	
	

	· Going
	
	

	· Staying
	
	



GENERAL KIT PACKING LIST
	Action
	Done

	Markers for phone numbers onto horses (see factsheet for options)
	

	Wire cutters
	

	Scissors
	

	Wire, baling twine, cable ties
	

	
	



FIRST AID KIT PACKING LIST
	Item
	In kit

	Medications for existing conditions
	

	General first aid treatments i.e. Betadine, white ointment, etc
	

	Swabs, bandages, strapping
	

	Buckets and sponges for immediate treatment of burns
	

	Antibacterial burn cream i.e. Flamizine
	

	Bute, if paste syringe for administering
	

	Medical records of horses
	

	
	




EVACUATION KIT PACKING LIST
	Action
	Done

	Electric fence tape, rods and battery unit for a temporary yard
	

	Usual care items, i.e. Insecticide sprays
	

	Spare halters, lead ropes, fly veils, rugs
	

	Hay, feeds and supplements
	

	Feed and water buckets
	

	Additional 20l water containers to transport water
	

	
	



STAYING KIT PACKING LIST
	Action
	Done

	Safe feed; pellets stored in metal containers, Hay stored in closed shed
	

	Stored water if reliant on pumps for water
	

	Battery operated energizer
	

	
	






MAKING YOUR PROPERTY SAFER FOR YOUR HORSES
	Action
	Who will do it
	Done

	Make sure the external fences are secure
	
	

	Reduce vegetation around fencing (manually or spraying)
	
	

	Maintain a safe area for your horse ie. low mown paddock or
sand arena
	
	

	Install fire proof fencing in your horse safer paddock
	
	

	Install gates to adjoining properties
	
	

	
	
	




MAKING YOUR HORSES READY – IF YOU PLAN TO RELOCATE THEM
	Action
	Who will do it
	Done

	Practice floating
	
	

	Have someone else catch, halter and float your horses
	
	

	Practice writing numbers on them to confirm product works and is easily visible on your horse(s)
	
	

	
	
	




MAKING YOUR HORSES READY – IF YOU PLAN TO STAY
	Action
	Who will do it
	Done

	If the safe area is made up of multiple paddocks - move the horse through the gates        
(in the hope they will remember )
	
	

	Practice writing numbers on them to confirm product works and is easily visible on your horse(s)
	
	

	
	
	



WHEN FIRE IS LIKELY

ACTION PLAN IF EVACUATING
	Action
	Who will do it
	Done

	Pack emergency kits
· General
	
	

	· First Aid
	
	

	· Going
	
	

	Confirm horses are welcome at site you plan to take them
	
	

	Load horses 
	
	

	Mark horse with your phone number
	
	

	
	
	



ACTION PLAN IF STAYING
	Action
	Who will do it
	Done

	Mark horse with your phone number
	
	

	Remove rugs, fly veils, halters etc
	
	

	Put into safe paddock and open as many gates as possible to low fuel load paddocks, (do not allow horses out onto public roads)
	
	

	Close doors to stables and sheds to prevent horse getting trapped inside
	
	

	Fill all troughs
	
	

	Check Property Bushfire Survival Plan
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




AFTER THE FIRE

	Action
	Who will do it
	Done

	Catch all horses and check for any injuries and treat as needed (See fact sheet for suggestions for first aid)
	
	

	If possible, get horses off the burnt ground (heat in ground can cause burns and laminitis)
	
	

	Check any damage to fencing 
	
	

	Check paddocks for hot spots, and unstable structures or trees
	
	

	Check water for contamination from ash and fire fighting foam
	
	

	Observe horses over ongoing days for signs of smoke inhalation 
	
	

	Re-evaluate Bushfire Management Plan (what worked, what didn’t and edit)
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